2011 Honey Harbour Day Camp - Information Package
Welcome to the 2011 summer season of the Honey Harbour Day Camp.  We look forward to kicking off another great season on Monday July 4th at 10am.  A full schedule of events will be made available at our open house/registration day on Saturday July 2nd (9am – 11am) so feel free to come out and meet our new lead counselor, learn about all the new programs and just say hi!  This information package is designed to help parents, caregivers and children familiarize themselves with some of our programs, policies and procedures.  
Once again we are continuing our co-operative relationship with the YMCA Camp Kitchikewana.  Both our lead counselor and our two additional full time counselors are experienced YMCA trained counselors.  All our counselors hold current First Aid and CPR certification.  In addition, most counselors have current National Lifeguard Service (NLS) and Instructor level certifications. We take every effort to provide a safe and organized site and waterfront area. Boat drivers are all Transport Canada approved and hold relevant qualifications.  

This year our Day Camp Coordinator/Lead Counselor will be Barbara Bassett.  Since 2005 Barbara has been working with the YMCA in various aspects and most recently in the summer of 2009 she was responsible at Camp Kitchikewana for training and supervising the counseling staff as well as leading all the camp programs.  Barbara has created the 2010 program for our camp and has paid particular attention to expanding our senior program to include leadership training, orienteering etc.  
Below are a few helpful tips and information to make your child’s camp stay even easier.  If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact the Camp Director, Nadine Hughes at:

· Cottage: (June 20 – August 31)
705-756-5091 

· City:
905-815-0619

Cell Phone: 905-580-5191
· Email
nadinehughes@sympatico.ca 

What to Bring to Camp

Campers should wear or pack their knapsack with the following items every day: 

· [image: image1.wmf]Lunch (unless Hot Dog Thursdays) and snacks (litter less lunches are always a great idea!) in a cooler type bag.
· Extra drinking water – it can get very hot as we are an outdoor camp and our washroom facilities do not have drinkable water.
· Swimsuit & towel – For our younger children it is advisable that they come to camp with their swimsuits on or under their clothing whenever possible to reduce the amount of change assistance required.
· Sunscreen  - please ensure to apply sunscreen to your child prior to coming to camp and bring sunscreen along for afternoon application
· Hat for sun protection – it can be extremely hot on the tennis court and many of our children last year felt the heat too much when they did not have adequate sun protection
· Warmer clothes for those cooler days 

· Comfortable shoes that are suitable for environment (rocks, sand, forest) – Last year we had a few incidents with kids cutting their feet when they decided to go barefoot.  Please ensure your child comes to camp with proper footwear!
· Running/tennis shoes – for tennis lessons – no child will be allowed on the court unless they are in non-marking running/tennis shoes
· Tennis racquet for tennis lessons (we do have a few extra racquets for those children who do not have their own)

· Lifejacket (particularly for those days where we will be traveling for day trips and senior sailing lessons) – our younger campers who are less experienced with the water will be requested to wear their life jacket when activities are conducted near the waterfront.
· Label – please remember to label your belongings as it makes it easier for us to get the forgotten items back to their owners
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Drop-off and Pick-up Procedures

Children can be dropped off from 9:45am and picked up at 3:00pm at the Schoolhouse Property (4 year old junior half day campers are picked up at 12:30pm).  To make it a safe environment for all our campers and counselors we ask that adults dropping off or picking up children follow these procedures: 
· DROP-OFF: Sign your child in with the day camp leader so he/she knows they have arrived.  If payment or registration is required for that day/week/month then please ensure you arrive by 9:45am to allow adequate time for the counselors to take your information/payment etc.
· PICK-UP: Verbally ensure that the day camp leader knows you have picked up your child(ren) so the leader is aware the child(ren) is leaving. 
For those children who drive themselves (and friends) to camp the same procedures apply:

· DROP-OFF: Child(ren) should sign in with the day camp leader so he/she knows they have arrived.  

· PICK-UP: Child should verbally ensure that the day camp leader knows he/she is leaving. 
*** Please note that this year there will be a special meeting for all children who are planning on driving themselves to and from camp with regards to boat safety.  A letter will go home with each child for their parents informing them of what we discussed.
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There are always special events and activities going on at camp.  Below is an outline of some of the special events/days that occur and any additional requirements/equipment the children might need.  As the event/day gets closer to the time we will ensure that the children are sent home with up to date information.

Sleepovers:

· Once a season, the children camp overnight at the Schoolhouse property under the pavilion.  Campers are required to bring their own tent and sleeping bag or make arrangements to share with a friend(s).  Campouts start at 7:30pm with set up etc.  Campers should bring warmer clothing, bug repellent, flashlight and any special activity/game such as special treats, guitar, board game etc).  Pick up is at 9am the next morning and there is NO CAMP for the remainder of pick up day.
· Please note that in 2010 we had to cancel our sleepover due to an active bear in our vicinity.  We hope that this does not occur this year however we will make our sleepover decision closer to the date.

Sailing Lessons:

· Sailing lessons will once again be available for our senior campers (ages 10-15) one afternoon per week.  They will be held at the YMCA Camp Kitchikewana (Beausoleil Island) by certified sailing instructors once a week.  Each camper needs to provide and wear their own lifejacket.  It is recommended that the campers wear a bathing suit (or clothing that can get wet) and pack a towel and change of clothes.  Because this is an off-site activity transportation is required to and from Camp Kitchikewana.  One councilor will drive the camp boat with a maximum of 5 campers and stay for the duration of the lesson.  Additional transportation (boat pooling) will need to be provided by our senior campers.  If you would not like your child to drive his/her boat please advise us in advance.  In the event of bad weather, Camp Kitchikewana reserves the right to cancel the lesson.  If bad weather moves in during a lesson, it is the YMCA’s policy not to allow any children in boats (including returning to Honey Harbour day camp) until the weather has passed.
Tennis Lessons:

· Tennis lessons occur each Wednesday (unless otherwise stated) from 10am -11:30am.  Each camper must wear non-marking running/tennis shoes for the lessons – please no sandals, crocs or shoes without adequate support.  Although we do have extra tennis racquets we would appreciate each camper bringing their own racquet if they have one.  On Wednesday August 24th we will be hosting the Junior Tennis Tournament for all campers.  Lots of prizes for everyone and pizza lunch is included
Off Site Excursions:

· Several times a season our campers will participate in off site excursions such as senior hiking trips, Park trips, Delawana Inn beach, Camp Kitchie and canoe trips.  This year we do not have the use of the Camp Kichi boat so we will require a pool of parent volunteers to assist in boating campers to and from these activities.  If you are able to assist us please let Nadine know.  Campers are required to provide and wear their own life jacket/pfd.  If your child drives their own boat and would like to do so on the day then we will confirm this with you prior to the day.  
Canoe Lessons:

· Each week we offer canoe lessons for all campers.  Our goal is to introduce skills to beginners and challenge the seasoned paddlers.  If your child has their own paddle we ask that they bring it to camp the day of canoe lessons.  Each camper is required to provide and wear their own life jacket/pfd.  Our annual Canoe Trip will be on Monday August 21st where our campers will be able to use the skills they have learned throughout the season for a day long paddle, picnic and swimming day!
BBQ Lunch:
· Every Thursday we offer the campers the option of ordering our traditional BBQ Lunch.  A BBQ order form will be sent home on the Monday of each week.  There is a nominal fee (ex. $1 per hotdog, $1 chips) for the lunch and it allows the campers a fun change in their lunch routine.  Drinks are not provided this day and each camper should bring their own drink of choice and water bottle.
July Fest BBQ & Auction:
· Come out and support the camp!  July Fest BBQ & Auction (Saturday July 23rd is our annual fundraising event for the camp.  It’s also a great opportunity for members of the whole community to come together and enjoy a BBQ dinner, entertainment, Live Auction, Raffles and much more.  In the past few years we have served over 100 people!  All net proceeds from ticket sales will go to the Honey Harbour Day Camp.  Steak dinner tickets are $10 and Hamburger dinner tickets are $5.  Sides/Salads and desserts are always welcomed.  
· This year we have a fantastic raffle prize – a Iqualit Kayak (MSR $750).  Tickets are 1 for $20 or 3 for $40.  You can purchase your tickets at any time (contact Nadine).

End of Year Party:
· To celebrate the summer season we host a year end party for campers and their families and friends.  Held on the last night of camp (Friday August 26th) this is a parent run potluck dinner with special treats, music, entertainment from our campers and much more.  If you would like to help organize this event please contact Nadine.  

